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March 13: Democratic Convergence leader Ruben Zamora led over 300 supporters through the
streets of San Salvador to protest fraud in the March 10 elections. The protesters marched to the
Sheraton Hotel where the vote count was underway. Zamora presented to the crowd gathered
outside the Sheraton ballots marked for Democratic Convergence candidates, which he said had
been found in a garbage dump. Central Elections Council president Jaime Romero, denied the
accusations of fraud, and requested that the media refrain from publicizing unofficial returns. The
Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN) leadership released a communique charging
that the ruling Nationalist Republican Alliance (ARENA) party with electoral fraud aimed at
maintaining control of the National Assembly. The rebel leaders asserted that opposition parties
had won a majority of seats in the national legislature. The FMLN also criticized the Organization
of American States (OAS) for releasing its report on the elections before the final vote tally was
complete. March 14: Democratic Convergence leader Zamora called on supporters to continue
protests and street demonstrations to demand an end to electoral fraud. Regarding the electoral
process, Zamora said, "There are things that cannot be corrected which we will tackle in 1994, but
other aspects can be righted. We insist that the vote count must be open." Zamora said that the
number of registered voters could be increased for the 1994 national elections by eliminating errors
in the registration lists. March 16: Mario Gonzalez, head of the OAS election observer team, told
reporters that "delay in the vote count...has been causing growing concern among political parties,
international observers and the general public." Gonzalez said the polls were poorly organized,
resulting in widespread frustration. March 17: Legislative and/or municipal elections were held
in Nueva San Salvador, La Libertad department; Semsembra, Morazon department; California,
Usulutan department; and, San Antonio Mosco, San Miguel department. (Voting on March 10
in these areas was suspended due to errors on ballots, or the presence of the FMLN.) Nationalist
Democratic Union (UDN) leader in Nueva San Salvador Rosario Acosta said that UDN party
candidates withdrew from the elections which she described as a "farce." In Nueva San Salvador,
a member of the Democratic Convergence suffered a severe beating at the hands of ARENA
supporters. Convergence leader Zamora said that the vote count for Nueva San Salvador would
be examined with great care. During a homily at the San Salvador cathedral, Msgr. Jesus Delgado
said that the elections were not democratic, result of the high rate of voter abstention (estimated at
over 50%). March 18: Elections Council president Jaime Romero said final election results would be
released March 20. He accused opposition parties of waging a campaign to discredit the institution,
and asserted that these parties were responsible for delays in the vote count. ARENA leaders
confirmed that their mayoral candidate won the race in the city of Santa Tecla. (Basic data from EFE,
03/13/91; AFP, 03/13/91, 03/14/91; ACAN-EFE, 03/17/91; Notimex, 03/18/91)
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